House Reduction

In 2006 Solearth were invited to re-conegure the relationship
between a large semi detached urban house and it's garden.
The existing relationship with the outdoor space had been
compromised by the presence of a bedroom between kitchen
and garden, the need for which has been reduced as the
children left home.

The design that emerged removed the ground !oor bedroom
and part of 2 walls of the kitchen, to create a light «lled window
room which can merge into the garden. It reduces the building
footprint and increases the garden area.

The load-bearing corner (that supports 2 storeys of
accommodation overhead) has been rendered invisible using
complex structural gymnastics hidden in the depth of roof and
ceiling, allowing 3 conegurations of glazed corner. The sliding
doors on the east and north wall can be opened fully to extend

the room outward, or singly to temper south and north breezes.

Along slot clerestory window brings sky into the room and
emphasises the old to new junction. Copper details and roofs
contrast with the lime rendered walls and oiled timber doors,
windows, !oors and decks.

Rain water is directed into the formal pool which acts as a side
to the garden room. Ecological design considerations included
solar thermal panels, single leaf thermal insulating honeycomb
block with lime render and salvaged timber and kitchen
throughout.

Client Private
Appointment December 2006
Contract Value 150,000 euro
Commencement May 2006
Completion October 2007
Services Full Architectural
Location Rathgar, Dublin 6
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